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“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears 
no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more 
fruitful.” John 15:1 (New International Version) 
 
Unless your axels are currently stuck in mud or you’re an avid hunter, it’s possible that Stick 
Season is your least favorite time of year. Gone is the beauty of God’s creation revealed in 
spring when buds are sprouting, in early summer as blossoms foretell of rich fruit to come, 
in the summer when leaves shade us from the scrutiny of the glaring sun, and in the 
wonderous distraction of the many colors of fall. In Stick Season the trees are naked, 
without “leaf” clothes that can hide the tree’s wounds, hurts, disease, and damage. The 
tree’s life is laid bare, revealing all its broken, twisted, knotted, rough branches.  
 
But in every season of our lives, God sees us in all our nakedness, at all times. Despite all 
our accomplishments and good deeds He sees all our moments of pride and greed, all our 
sins and shortcomings, all the times we fall short of leading our lives in accordance with 
His Word. There simply is no hiding our true selves from God. It’s not easy or comfortable to 
accept the reality that God knows everything about us, including the inclinations of our 
hearts and the thoughts we think are secret. 
 
Ah, but there is such good news for those who believe! We have been given the ultimate 
hope, which is that we can be “clothed” in Christ. God has given us a path, through Christ, 
so that we can be unashamed before Him. We have an open invitation to join in 
relationship with Jesus no matter what our nakedness reveals about our past faults and 
failures. By inviting Jesus into our lives we begin a never ending, wonderous adventure with 
God. And if we allow Him to change us, we will be more open to leading a life that is filled 
with the Holy Spirit. For as it is said in Galatians 5:22 “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control.” 
 
We welcome everyone, without exception, to join us for our 9am Sunday morning services, 
our 6pm Wednesday evening prayer meetings, and our 7pm Wednesday evening Bible 
studies as we learn to grow in relationship God and with each other. 
 


